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Oid Landmarks

The Seotlon Known As Po tterstown—Some of the Old Fami-
lies and Homesteads—TReminiscences of Old Settlers,

of Litchfield.

{Written for Lewlston Journal.)

Litehficld 18 a town that has done
much to make up the history of Maine,
Tho old landmarks are still there and
the names of the ploneers are Atll
borne by its leading people, In common
with many country towns It has greatly
smffered Ly the emigration of its sond
and daughters who have ne out to
enrich tho Industrial and Intellectual
contres of other states but even tho de-
ploted of much of Its best blood It stll
romning as & model community, Some
of the old homes are still here, but In
many cases are used merely as summer
resorts for the descendants of those by
whom they were reared. In other canes
they have disappeared and only a moss
grown cellar or vine clad ruin remain
to mark the spot once trodden by the
feot of hapny childhood,

1t was a lovely day In early autumn
when the writer made the tour of the
old town In rompany with Mr. A. I’
Ridlcy and Morace Libby of this city.
Lelgnroly tho trip was made, with here
and there a stop to examine the relics
of some pionecer or enjoy a chat with
some of i{ta prople who could tell the
legends of the dear old days.

On roturning from the old cematery,
Mseribed 1n ouny former article, a briol
stop wos made at Litehfleld Cornor and
a call made on Jamea E. Chase, the vil-
lage trader. An interesting man is ho
and one of the solid plllars of tho town.
iere Is the old Congregational church,
whoso organizntion dates back to 1811
and where many generations of wor-
shipers have come and gone, Among
the distingulshed men who have
preached to this congregation was Rev.
Daniel Lovejny, father of the great
anti-slavery leader and martyr, Elljah
Lovejoy. Well has Rev, Smith Baker
sajd of the men and women who have
worshiped In the old church of Litch-
fleld: “No painter's brush has shadow+
eod their plain faces upon canvas, no
reulptor's chisel hes carved thelr rug-
ged featurcs upon marble, no poet's
verse has immortalized thelr names in
song, no monumentual plle perpetuates
the day of thelr death In bronze, no his-
torian’s pen records thelr deeds for
future librarivs. They were only plain,
comamnn men and women who were
born, lived, tolled, sacrificed, worship-
od, prayed, died and were buried in
common graves, The present generation
has quite forgatten them, and to the
next generation they will be unknown
as pebbles dropped Into the ocean.”

Burning words are these and only
tno true. Wild animals now burrow In
thelr graves, but cvery leaf that floats
In the morning air, every flower that
blooma Ly the wayside and every sonx
pird that warbles its notes of Joy wilh
the brenking of the fun over the easl-
orn hills will hielp to swell the grand
onthem which reminds us that nature
nover forgets to honor her dead.

Just neruss tho way stands Litchfleld
Acadomy orgunized in 1846, Not an old
institution of learning Is this, but one
that has contributed many distingulsh-
ed men and women 10 our common
ecountry. Between this Academy and
the old Litehneld Liberal Institute a bit-
ter rivalry ofec existed, but timo has
nealed all wounds and to-day tha two
schools are merged Into one, The Acaul~-
emy 18 row under the direction of Chas.
A. Rush, A. B, and s still enjoying o
fine prosp: rity. These old academies
still have thelr place in our education-
2! aystem and fortunatle js Litchfield In
having ono under so ahble an adminis-
tratur as Prof. Rush,

over the Richmond road which is one
of the oldest In the town, Wo passed
rong stretches grown to bushes and
urambles where years ago were

ORAMANDAL SMITH.

eultivated farms. Sald Mr. Libby: oy
can remember when lsanc Starbird had
a fine farm here and his flolds were the
pest In this section, It paing me to now
look at this place In its present wild
condition.”
A Mttle farther along the road and
the old homestead and birthplace ot
the late James Nickerson was reached,
This gentleman was long o realdent of/
Lewiston and conspleuous as a promls
nent eitizen, The old house, once the
abode of a large and happy family, Is
now vaeant and fast golng 12 decay.
Not far away 8 the last remhant of the
Isanc Chase plage which years ago wea
was one of the prominent homes of
Litchfield. Hore was a great farm and
finely cultivated fielda, but to-day only
the cellar walls remain to tell the sad
wale of desolation and neglect. And
then we drew up at the country home
of Hon. Oramandel Smith, which may
ecaslly take rank as the finest country
estate In Litchfield to-day.
Mr. Smith Is one of the bost known
ecltizens of Maine, as for many years he
has been before tho public In official
pousitions, He ls a direct descendant of
onn of the ploneer familles, and for 1]
years has lived on the old homestead
of his wife. For twelve years he was
a teacher and supervisor of schools,
and then represented the town in the
Legisiature, In rapld succession he
was thon made commissioner of in-
surance, assistant clerk In the Maine
Legislature, sceretary of State, member
of governor's council, private secretary

Ta nll of these positinns he brought a
cloar head, eonl judgment dnd great
cepaclty of work. 1e has now retired
to his country home, and hore among
his flocks and herda la enjoying the
frulta of a well gpent life, Ho has n
fortile tarm of 260 acres and his crops
are always abundant. The eall at the
home was a pleasant onc as Mr. Smith
Is n master In the art of hospltality.

Just beyond the farm of Mr, Smith,
ls old Cook schoolhouse, so called,
which was In full operation more than
90 years ago, and It I8 a matter of
doubt If It har as many scholars to-day
as It did In that far off time. This is
the vory heart of the historie scetion
of Litehfield, and the old mansion of
Joseph Willlams stands llke n groat
beacon on the hill where It war ereeted
a full century ago. The owner was ono
of the riehest men In town and this
home wns the scene of mony a merry
gathering. In the house was n big hall
and parties from Gardiner and Hallo-
well frequentiy came here to trip the
I'eht fantastic toe, The owner also
kept a store and rum and molnsses met
und miggied In all the festive gothor-
inga In which the old gentloman 8o
preatly delighted, His son known s
“Gee” Williams, owned and managed
a carding and shinglo mull nearby and
was also a porminent man of his day.
This section of Litehfield in the old
days was known ns Potterstown, and it
was then the Industrial centre of the
town, Here Abinl Daly bulit a large
mateh factory which was successfuliy
run for many ycara, The son of this
gentleman, Mr. Lorenzo Daly. I8 now
the efficlont clerk of the Lewlston
water board and a well known eitizen
of our clity. Pollerstown was at the
outlet of Loon Pond and here o blg dam
was bullt for the benent of the mou-
facturipg Interestasthat centered In this
place. ‘The Willlama mill was alno
cauipped with power from twn srringa
which could ‘bo utllized when the
siream -was low. Here, nlso, was n
gilst mill run by Amos Potter, and

CHARLES A. RUSH, A. B,
Principal Litchfield Academy.
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Industries gave to DPotterstown Ity
Jdeserved  reputatlon as  Leing the
Industrial centre of the town,

goods malled

Near by, and yet within the limi*a ot
the anclent otierstown, we came to the
birthpauce and caray hume of Mr. Labby,
our gl of the excursion, This gentle-
man s a descendant of u ploneer rawmily
as his grandiatper, Jumes L.bby, cume
here from Boerwick In the carly days of
the last century. He became & prosper-
ous citizen of the town and after ralaing
4 fine family of five sons and four daugh-
ters, was gathered 1o Rils futher's full of
years and honora In 1561, This won,
Samuel Wentworth Libby, became a rexi-
dent of Lewiston and remained hore un-
ull his death In 1886, honored and ro-
spected by all. Mr. Horace Libby, who
figures o0 largely in this story, was born
in Litchfield, In 1848, but he has for
many years been an honored resident of
Lowiston baving come here with hus pae
rents while yot a young man.

The Libby famlly were lmportant fac-
tors in the older gencration of Litchfield.
They owned & 'arge grist mill near taewr
family hume and for many years con-
ducied o large business, This mill was
bullt In 1790 by a man named Tibbetts,
and Ly him suld to the eder Libby In
after years, While standing by tho old
ruin Mr. Horace Libby sald:

“This place {3 to me a sacred spot, It
was here that I was born, and here [
passed my childhood days. My grand-
father, James Libby, bought this mill of
Mr, Tibbetts In 1800 and 1 can ecasily re-
member when this yard was dally crowd-
od with teams bringing their grists. Our
house was also built by Tihbetts and
dates Lack to 1770, which makes it one
of the very oldest In town. The Potter
mill was bullt at o later date and there
wus much exeitement when they com=
menced to bolt flour. This had never
been done In the town before and nat-
urally it brought much patronage It
doesn't look now very much as it did
when 1 was a boy.

Everything here secema to be going to
decay, aitho I ean still sce many things
to remind me of eny childhood days.”

The dam of the old grist mill Is now
gone but there remains several remind-
ers of this once flourishing industry. The
mill stones which were placed there more
than a4 century ago are now lying on-the
banks of the littie stream and these are
mute witnesses of an age that has for-
ever passed. The stream !s dry and the
whole place Is again reverting to the
wildcrness. The father of Mr. Libhy soid
the mill to Joseph Willlams In 1863, and
it continued to run untll 18 years ago,
when it was dismantled and became o

quite lkely It was from him that the

t» Governor Powers and finally State
treasurer. No ordinary man could thus

TFrom Litchfleld Corner our route was

tread the thorny path of political pre-
ferment ond make so great o success.

piace took Iits name, Still another saw
mill was built by Danlel Perry on Loon
Pond stream, and all of these con'unued

ruln .
*“While standing on the former sito of

the old Libby mill wo “were met bv o
fine appearing gentlemar who in & simls

CORNELIUS TOOTHAKER'S E

Ty
. 7 ~

&3_,-’ .an“‘& d
& A e T
AR Fh

B sany Mww‘#‘

| e dd
; & T a

roapme -

-hg.x;'rw)d

OME—AN OLD LANDMARIL

e

.

o p— g gy T L r\v':'-T.ﬂ'_l‘.
N s
)‘_’\k < Y|
. D ‘ST, 2
o 4‘:#:."»«;2
a 2 2
,‘y,. e

w: &

~

ISTR 00N POND STREAM, IN FRONT OF TWHIC
it "ammﬂmb o o GQRIST MILL IN THIS SECTION. :

roop THE FIRST

JOSEPH WILLIAMS' PLACE, POTTERSTOWN, LITCHFIELD,

| 2ndame s

av
T k)

T g
-

|

A

LEWISTON JOURNAL, ILLUSTRATED MA‘GAZINE SECTION.

DHCRMBER 19.33, 1408

.

Jar manner was wanderlug among tho
ruins. It turned out to be Mr. B,
Bhorey of Chicago and on saluting hlm
ho remarked: “1 was born on this spot
and am here today to take one more look
at the dear oid place, When I.wak n
child this was a fomous place and peo-
pio came here from all the surrounding
country for business and pleasure. There
was a debating soclety here 60 years ago
and able specches were often heard in
the old ha!l where the meetings were
held. To mo It Is very 8ad Lo sco the
place go different, but I suppose it 13 the
fato of humanity.

The John Randal! farm remalns much
as it was In the days of yore. For
yeara thia man was a deputy sheriff,
and during that time became a terror
to all eviledoers. This was In the long
ago, ns ho was one of tho ploneers of the
town. Moro than 50 years ago he was
oid and Infirm In addition to being In
straightened circumstances financially.
Being o member of the Masonie (rater-
nity, o large number of his brethren of
the mystic tle gave him a visit and Incl-
dentally left a goodly sum of money. The
tribute was deserved, as ho was one of
the bravest of officers and most falithful
of friends 'The old farm Is still kept up
and a granddaunghter of Randall still
lives on the place.

Reaching “The Plaing" In Litchfeld,
soveral ohjects of historie Interest were
found. Here is the Baptist church, and
just across the street {s a largo and fine
appearing cemetery whose central feat-
ure is the soldiers’ monument. This beku-
tiful and stately statuo was procured
Jargely thru the efforts of the Libby Re-
llef Corps, and will long stand to the
credit of Its members as well as to the
meomory of the boys in biue. This Iz com-
paratively a new burial ground, and to
this fact Is doubtitss due its clean and
well-kept appearance. What will it be 60
years hence? That Ja the true tost In
matters of this nature, Without .publie
ownership and & system of perpetual
care it will surely go the way of all our
old burial grounds In the past. History
hath not one page regarding this matter,
Ag soon as the Interested generation
passes on, the succéeding one will allow
this yard to pass into desolation and de-
cay. All thig might be avolded by pub-
lle ownership, and this would (mpose no
special hardship on the generations yot

Litehfield,” hie remarked to the Journal,
“The ploneters sufferod very much at the
handa of the proprictors who were
Mussachusetts men, These ploneers for
the mosat part woero originally squatiers
and the actual proprictora sald nothing
but aliowed thom to go on and make
improvements of all kinds, After

JAMES E* CHASE, |
Litchfleld Corner.

clearing the forefts and, bullding roads
and developing their farms the proprie-
tora came on and forced them to poy
from three to four €ollars per acre for
the land. It meant ruin for many of
them but the law was with the proprie-
tors and the ploneers had to settle or
quit. Some of them abandoned their

20 yeors beforo the proprictors
vwpon them with (hese demands

hgmos.
‘Living hero
time was anything but a

In Litehfield at

to thp Cobbonsroconteo stream where It

ground. That was the usual method,
altho many would take
woods to Topsham a distance of sixléen
miles. It was & hard Hfe that thoy led,
at best, and made doudbly so by the ex-
:cuom of the Massachusetts proprie-
ors."

Litchfield has produced her full
share of noted men and women and the
na of many of these have passcd
into history. The Lovejoys of anti-siave

good old town, and lhere they first im-

our national escutcheon and clviliza-
tlon. The famlily names of True, Smith,
Palmer, Wedgowood and Chase aore
among the most numerous In the town
ns they havo also bLeen the most pro-
pressive and Influential. Hon, Willlam
H, McLellen of Belfast, was born here
and educated In hor old academy, Thru
all the yeors that have passod since
childhood days he hes nover lost his
love for her hills and vales. Many other
strong characters have gono out from
Litchfield, but the ties which Lind them
to the old town remajn unbroken. No
matter what political or social honors
may havoe falien to their lot they still
love and roverence the spot made dear
b{ the memorles of childhood days
They will not soon forget the examplo
ond the advice recelved in the town of
their birth, nor ceasp to practice those
virtues which came to them as a part
of thelr birthright, Well has the Il-
lustratious Byton sald: “The best of
future prophets is the past.” Judgo by
this standard It Is casy to predict that
Litchfield will long contihue to send
out sons and daughters who will con-
iribute thelr foll share to the glorles of
our civilization and the prosperity of
the genenuonl.yet to be.

b Balswan.

MILL STONES AT SITE OF LIBBY'S MILL, LITCHFIELD,

to be. It Is simply & matter of public
duty and publie decency.

And then we stopped a moment to look
&t the stately old mansion once owned
dy Deacon Corpellus Toothaker. Whlle
the good old deacon was not a ploneer,
he was at least an early settler, as he
came here from Harpswell in 1817, and
here he soon became rocognized as one
of the ablest business men In this entire
soction. If he was not born with a silver
spoon in his mouth, ho at jeast had the
abllity of putting one there himself, and
for many years previous to his death
was known as the wealthlest man In
town. He was & man of more than or-
dinary executive capacity, and his home
was one of the business and financial
centrea of the town. Lacking the ad-
vantagos of education, he made ample
provision that his children should not be
reared In the same manner, and to each
of them he gave the best possible train-
ing. If he was shrewd In making money
he was never suspected of unjust meth-
ods In gaining It or of being niggardly
in its use. He was a man of high 1deals
and was one of the first to respond and
advocate the cause of the gouthern slave.
In an age when the use of liquor was
well-nigh universal, he became a pro-
noune temperance advocate and was
identified with the first movements In
that cause. In short, Deacon Toothaker
was one of those strong characters who
always make a deep impression for good
on the age !n which they may llve, The
Baptist church at this place was organ-
jzed and bulit up largely thru his efforts
and his memory Is now revered as its
founder. The soldiers’ monument Is just
in front of this church, and may be re-
garded as the finest work of art that the
town can boast. This statue Ig the work
of John True of Auburn, and It speaks
volumes for his ability and skill as A
sculptur. Thero Is nothing olso of spec-
ful Interest to Le geen at “The Plains”
Thoe Litchfield falr ground is close by, and
hero the geop:e guather each ycar to peor
petuate the custom of the old-fashioned
cattie show. It Is one of the last of the
old-timo town shows, and we may add
that It ls ono of the mowst successful.

And then the horso's head was turned

homes as they could not meet the obll-
gations. This Is only another evidence
of the Injustice of the early titles (v
these wild lands in Maine. In the town
of Bowdoin, where I was born the
loneers were treated much better
ey came In as squatters, also, but the
proprietors .only charged them two
shillings per acre after thoy had made
many improvements, What made the
matter much worse for the Litchfield
settiers wus that they had lived there

—

towards home and Mr. Jtidl=y  became
reminjscent. ©* But few towns In Maine
have seen more ups and downs than

Hints from the
Medical Men.

Home Remoedies for Croup,

I had five children who were subject
to croup In ita worst form, and ) MNveoa
seven miles from o physician, says a con
tributor to Pictorial Review, My eldest
boy died before the physicran coulll reach
him, My serious probiem, then, was,
“How could I meet this dread discave
until help could arrive?”

An old 1ady solved the problem by tell-
Ing me of 4 method that had been used
in her family and neighborhood for 20
years, not only for croup, but also for
gneumonln and diphtheria, and which

ad proved Infallible, even In cases which
had been given up by physicians Chop
20 onlons’ add same amount of rye meal
and vinegar. Simmer umll thick. Fill
throo bags with this paste, putt'ng one
on throat and lungs, the othors on aoles
of feel; give doscs of syrup made by
ﬂuwnu sliced sugared onlons beilween
ot welghted plates.

There must bLe two ‘sets of poultices,
kept as hot as the patient can bear. and
changes mado s0 quickly and geftly that
there will not be o moment's exposure of
body surface. The resuit is magical,

Discase Beents,

“Hyvery discase, almost, has its peou-
lar odor,” suld & doctor. “This odor
hielps us greatly In dlagnosls,

“Gout imparts to the skin a smell
preciscly like whey, Disbotes cauvacs
u sweet, honoylike smell. Jaundice oc+
casions & smell of musk., SBmalipox has
& very strong and hideous smell—it In
ke burning bones, Meawics hus a smell
as of fresh-plucked feathers,

“The fovers have most distinctive
odors, The odor of typhus J8 pammoni=
acal; that of intormittent is like fresh
brown bread hot from the oven! that
of typhold Ja musty. recalling to the
mind old, damp cellars; that of yellow
fover Is like the washings of & dirty

MONUNBENT, LITCHFIELD PLAINS, o‘ “Bo, you mee, to gpeak of 4 doojor

un barrel,

came
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wos n eruel thing to do but they had no
cholee but to pay up or - leave thelr

that

ienic, Before

tho Libby mill was bullt tho settlers had

o turrz all thelr corn on thelr backs
Jo.

was taken by canore to Oardiner to be

it thru the

ery fame once had thelr home In thle
bibed thelr hatred of that dark Llot ong

3 Cts. a Word.

~ Agents Wanted.

WANTED—Good apent (o convass
Maine towns for Lowiaton Weokly Jouse
nnl, Competont ngents are making l'gh
gas} Goo. lerruox'y. Apfwlr. CIRCULA-
il LDMP_'{“.L_IA_\N ston_Journal.

WANTED—Agents to_ sell warrantod
grphen Nichards Bteel Kitchen Bels

enver, ive knives and sharpener  Sell
at sight Liberal commission, N. M
FAY. 62 Eim 8t, Auburn, Mo,

W anted.
WANTED—Abandoned farms_ tonding
to gounu Ine growth, F. W. WINTLIL
Aublrn, Me, mar29edtl

WANTED—DBox boards. F. W, WIN.
TR Auburn. Me, marSwhkyt!

geenting out dlerase !s not to use o
mere figure of spocoh.”

Treatment of Musclo Sualn.

A musclo which hos beon strained
elther by overuse or by use In some un-
accustomed way often gives rise to such
sovere symptoms a8 to lead to a dlagno-
sls of some other and more #serious
trouble. This affection is not the same
as that cailed myalgla, which Indeed
means pain Jn a muscie, but is usually
of rheumatie or neuralgic nature. The
trouble here meant !s something loss
serfous, being nothing more than a
strain, says Youth's Companion.

1t Is easy to sce that any muscular
pain may mistaken for rheumatism
or some acute inflammation, as it may
give riac to precisoly the samoe painful
symptoms. For cxample, when it oc-
curs in somo muscle on the right alde
of the abdomen It has been known (0
look for a time exacuy llke the collic of
appendicitis, and it has time and again
been troated as true rheumatism.

There are sovoral ways In which the
facts may be discovored. On question-
ing it will be found that somo musclo
or cortaln set of muscles has beon sub-
jocted to an unusual strain and Is In a
state of mutiny Iin consequence, The
pain will be worse st night and Deltor
in the morning after the night's rest,
proving that It has o basls of fatigue.
Furthermore, it will yield entirely to &
propor amount of rest. In faect, Lhis
oen thing-—rest—comprises the whole
of the treatment.

When the abdominal muscles are in-
volved there must be rest In bed, with
perhups some anodyne to deaden the
pain at first—this, of course, to bo glven
only under the order of & ph¥iscian. In
milder cases the patients can go aboat
thelr usual duties If fitted properly with
an abdominal belt

When the muscles at the back of the
peck are affected it is a great rellef al-
ways to uze a highbacked chalr, and
when the paln is in the arm & sling
should be worn,

When this condition of painful mua-
clo Is found In conjunction with & -
eral loss of tone, as shown by lack of
appetite, pallor and debllity, then In
addition to local rest to the particular
muscle Involved & general course of
tonic treatment should be Instituted.
When the trouble can be traced directly
to the dally vocation of the sufferer a
change should be made in the hablts
for a time where this Is posalble.
Unfortunately with most persons thelr
dally bread will depend ypon the. use
of fust this particular muscle, and In
theke cases there Is nothing to do but
placate the part with all the rest that
can be given it and help it with me-
chanical support for a time If this s
feasible,

Snake Bites,
As is well xnown, not all snakes bite,
snd not all that do bite are polsonous,
but it 1s not always easy to distingulsh
between the harmless and thoe polsonous
repilles by thelr looks. Appearancen in
the snake world, as well as elsewhere,
are often deccitful, and it Is not safe to
assume that a strange snake Is harmless
because he looks llke one that Is known
to be non-poisonous. Ono had better,
therefore, not make an intimate of any
snake If his exact status In ophidian so-
ciety s not known.
In this country the principal polson-
ous snakes are the rattiors, the mocca-
®ns and the copperheads,
Snake venom belongs to a large
group of organic chemical compounus
called proteins, The polsonnuy effects
aro usually both-local and genoral. The
1rcal effect Is o severe Inflammation with
hemorrhage, ofton ending In gungreno.
The syatemic effects are marked by cone
vulsive symptloms, followed by paraly-
siy, death occurring usunlly thru paraly-
sls of the nerve-centres, which contrul
reapiration. Somctimes It Js due to
thrombosla, or the formation of blood-
clots In the heart and large arterles,
In the treatment of snake-bite, tho
firot object Is to prevent the absorption
of the venom by tying a cord or rubber
band as tightly as possible round the
limb, between the bite and the heart,
Then an offort must be made to got

“rid of the polson In the wound by cut-

ting it frooly, so os to promote bleoding,
and sucking out tho venom,

Thirdly, an ondecavor must be made
to destroy what,remains In tho thssuos,
This is difMeult of pccomplishment, but
the best remedy Is probably a one por
cent. solution of permanganate of po-
tasslum, applied freely to the wound
and Injected with a hypodermic syringo
into the tlusucs In the nelghborheood of
the Lite. A solution of hypochlorite of
lime, one grain to the dram used In the
sameo way, I8 also recommended,
Prospectors, hunters and others who
are in danger of mecting snakes in tholr
trumpa, often wiscly provido themsolves
with & plece of rubber tubing rbout
one-third of an Inch In dlameter, somine
permanganate of potassium and a but-
tle of distilled water,~~in ordor to make
n solution qulekly—n hypodormic syr-
Inge, and some aromatic spirit of am-
monin a8 o stimuiant, Whisky ls loss
ureful than the ammonia, and 18 in no
senno an  potldote~Youth's Compan~




